Feedback on the management of the 2011 measles outbreak by French military general practitioners: an evaluation study.
Preventive measures were implemented in the French armed forces to limit the measles outbreak that occurred in 2010 and 2011. This study aimed to obtain feedback concerning the management of this outbreak by the French military general practitioners. A cross-sectional study was conducted among the general practitioners (GPs) in military units located in metropolitan France. The 60 military units that reported at least one measles case in 2011 were included. Data were collected using self-administered questionnaires. The acceptance of preventive measures against measles was good (measures "totally justified" for 77.8%) and most of the military GPs considered that the outbreak had no significant impact on their activities. The management of measles cases was perceived as not very problematic but difficulties were encountered in the identification of contacts around cases (48.1% of respondents) and in the identification of vaccine recipients among these contacts (more than 80% of respondents reporting difficulties in the collection of measles and vaccination histories). The organization of vaccination around cases was also perceived as difficult. Preventive measures around measles cases were well accepted by the military GPs, which could reflect their preparedness in the face of the outbreak. However, vaccination did not seem to be well understood or accepted by military patients, underlining the essential role of military GPs in patient information. Difficulties in the collection of vaccination and measles histories among contacts could be overcome by an early transcription of individual medical records in the military medical files of newly enlisted personnel. A more generalized use of oral fluid testing devices, which can be shipped at ambient temperature, would simplify diagnosis in the armed forces.